
The School City of Hobart does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, sex, color, national origin, religion, 
age, sexual orientation, marital status, genetic information, or disability, including limited English proficiency. 
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"Building College and Career Ready Brickies" 

Dear School City of Hobart Families,      October 22, 2020 

We want to thank everyone for following the Protect Brickies Plan for our response to the pandemic.  Our school 
year has been excellent due to everyone working together.  As we all want healthy Brickie homes, we have 
noted the last two weeks have become a little more challenging with positive cases of COVID-19. Before the 
Governor enacted Stage 5, we did not see much activity of positive cases in our schools.  Last week we had a 
total of 9 positive cases identified in the schools. The amount of positive cases since the start of school on 
August 24th is a total of 15 positive cases (this includes last week’s 9 in that grand total). You can easily see the 
data is showing an increase.  What a difference one week makes!  While families who have been impacted by a 
positive case have always been notified and protocol has been followed, there has not been much to report in 
terms of total cases over the time period since school started.  It is important to let you know that as we see this 
increase in community spread, we will start publishing weekly data for our schools.  Families of positive cases or 
needing to be quarantined are communicated with immediately. We will continue to respect the privacy of our 
students and families, and we ask that others do the same.   

It is also important for you to know that we have a very comprehensive tracking system for COVID-19 positive 
cases as well as quarantined individuals with start dates, return dates, and potentially more infected individuals 
in the home that starts the process over. We report daily positive cases to the Indiana State Department of 
Health.  The Indiana Coronavirus website is as follows: https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/2393.htm. Please click 
on the schools tab and search with “Hobart” to view school cases.  The School City of Hobart will also start 
publishing our data on the Protect Brickies page of our website for the week’s total on Friday afternoons at the 
following address: https://www.hobart.k12.in.us/protectbrickies. 

While we are doing everything we can with the 3Ws (Wear a Mask, Wash Your Hands, Watch Your Distance 
{6ft}) at school, we realize that outside factors are a variable that makes each of us capable of having exposure.  
We have limited the risk with space at school.  There are exceptions at school including lunch when the masks 
are down, recess, and bus rides.  While we have seating arrangements and 6ft achieved in the school setting, a 
positive case in a home could result in a child getting it and presenting it at school.  We extensively go through 
the process of what is a close contact and look for those exceptions as noted above or outside of school.  The 
definition of a close contact is as follows: Someone who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a 
cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period starting from 2 days before illness onset (or, for 
asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to test specimen collection) until the time the patient is isolated.  We watch 
video, review seating charts, and do extensive inquiry to be extra cautious and Protect Brickies. 

No matter what web sites you are monitoring for COVID-19, the State of Indiana and Lake County have 
positivity rates and new cases per 100,000 which has increased steadily over the past several weeks.  How the 
continued spread of COVID-19 will impact school operations is a daily concern as we work with our state and 
local authorities.  We study zip code data, the rate of spread in Lake County, infected children age 0 to 19, 
hospitalization rate, and the transmission risk mitigation strategies in place at our schools.  We will continue to 
monitor the pandemic and see how community spread is going during this first semester. These are all factors 
when making decisions about the second semester of school. Please continue to do your part in lowering the 
community transmission rate and keeping the School City of Hobart and citizens of Hobart safe with the 3 
Ws. We will continue to communicate more information and plans as soon as we can make informed decisions 
for the future.  While these times have been challenging, we have done a tremendous job as partners.  Thank 
you so much for your continued support of our children.  We LOVE our Brickies! 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Buffington, Superintendent of Schools 

 

 

https://www.coronavirus.in.gov/2393.htm
https://www.hobart.k12.in.us/protectbrickies

